
MaRRINER: The strength of One Accord 
curriculum is that it is thought out and 
well planned. For instance, the Classic 
Adult line of curriculum takes a class 
through most of Scripture over the course 
of seven years. This kind of concentrated 
focus on the entirety of Scripture produces 
several results: (1) a better understanding 
of how all of Scripture, both the Old 
and New Testaments, hangs together; 
(2) an understanding of basic doctrine; 
(3) an understanding of how to interpret 
Scripture; (4) the ability to instruct less 
mature believers; and (5) hopefully, greater 
conformity into the image of Christ.

Would you say Sunday school has changed 
since you were growing up? If so, how?

MaRRINER: That depends. Some parts 
of the country and some denominations 
handle Sunday school very similar to how 
it was handled twenty plus years ago with 
scope and sequence curriculum driving the 
program. “Scope and Sequence” refers to the 
content of the curriculum and the order in 
which that content is taught. Others tend to 
mix up what is offered for Sunday school; 
they keep scope and sequence curriculum, 
but they also offer specialty classes, like 
how to share one’s faith or even studying a 
particular doctrine for six to eight weeks.

Some churches have Sunday school; it’s 
just not during the typical Sunday morning 
hour. I know of one church that has Sunday 
school on Sunday night. I know of another 
church that only has Sunday school for 
children, youth and senior adults. However, 
the pastor teaches through books of the 
Bible every Wednesday night to a group 
of about one hundred people. It basically 
functions as an additional Sunday school 
class; it just meets at a different time and on 
a different night.

However, it seems that, more often than 
not, Sunday school is eliminated and may 
or may not be replaced with something else. 
If it is replaced, I think small groups tend 
to take the place of Sunday school as the 
key instrument for discipling believers. My 
personal experience is that these groups, 
although great at building relationships, 
aren’t able to carry the discipling load that is 
placed upon them. The amount of Scripture 
study is hit-and-miss.

Are you concerned there’s a possibility that 
a generation will grow up in church without 
gaining a firm biblical foundation?

MaRRINER: Yes and no. I am concerned 
with the lack of biblical understanding 
and Christian maturity among people 
my age and younger. I had a student (not 
at Emmanuel) who didn’t know who 
Adam and Eve were. A lack of biblical 
understanding in this generation will 
lead to a lack of grounded preachers and 
teachers for the next generation. But at the 
same time, the Bible teaches that God has 
one plan for reaching all people groups: 
the local church. The Lord will continue to 
draw people to himself, to raise up leaders, 
and to grow believers in the grace and 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ until 
his return.

What do you feel should be the foremost 
goal of Sunday school programs today?

MaRRINER: Any Sunday school program 
should have as its goal to make disciples 
through the Word. There are certain things 
every believer should know about the God 
of the Bible and know how to do. Every 
Christian should know things like basic 
doctrine, how to share their faith and lead 
someone to Christ, and how to interpret 
the Bible for themselves. I believe in the 
primacy of preaching, but preaching alone 
won’t accomplish this. Sunday school 
is a great tool to get this done. A better 
understanding of Scripture is not the goal. 
A better understanding of Scripture that 
leads to increased affections for Jesus Christ 
and greater love for people, which is part of 
making disciples, is the goal.

What advice would you give to churches 
looking to revitalize Sunday school? Why 
would this be a worthy endeavor?

MaRRINER: First, I think they should 
evaluate what they are already doing to make 
more mature disciples. They may already 
have a strong platform in place that would 
make Sunday school redundant. However, 
my guess is that if they’ve jettisoned Sunday 
school, then they don’t have anything in 
its place that does the job as well. Second, 
they need to figure out what curriculum to 
use and how many classes they are going 
to offer. They may wish to go solely with 
scope and sequence curriculum or topical––
or some mixture of the two. Third, they’ll 
need to determine what they want Sunday 
school or the like to accomplish. If they 
are looking to build stronger relationships 
among their members, they may want to 
add small groups of some kind. They tend to 
be more informal and are great at creating 
community. If they are searching to ground 
believers in Scripture, then they may want to 
do something like Sunday school.

One of the benefits of Sunday school is 
the number of church members you have the 
opportunity to reach one day of the week at 
a given hour. Nothing else compares. Most 
churches put a premium on skilled teachers. 
A Sunday school type of setting enables you 
to teach a class of 10 to 200 with just one 
teacher. If you try to disciple two hundred 
people through small groups, you have to 
come up with at least ten skilled teachers, 
and you’ll probably want more than that. 
Sunday school is not only a great way to 
disciple believers in their understanding 
of Scripture, but it is also an effective and 
efficient way to mentor new leaders. Finally, 
Sunday school is a good way––not the only 
way, but a good way––to help believers grow 
in their love for Christ (see Psalm 1:2), for 
Christians to express their love for Christ 
(see John 14:15), and to enable believers 
to become more and more holy (see John 
17:17; 1 Peter 2:2). The reason Sunday 
school has the potential to do all of this is 
because of its focus on God’s Word.

Keith Marriner and his wife, Jennifer, live 
in Northeast Georgia with their daughters, 
Cora and Eleanor.
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Keith and his wife, Jennifer, with their 
oldest daughter, Cora.

Imparting 
Biblical Truth 
to the Next 
Generation
IpHC curriculum editor Keith 
Marriner is passionate about 
discipling the next generation 
through solid biblical teaching 
and sound doctrine. A work in progress: Marriner examines an upcoming lesson in the One 

Accord Sunday school curriculum.

“Before coming to LifeSprings, I was wrestling with how best to 
serve the local church,” said Marriner. “The Bible makes it clear that 
the mission of the local church is to make disciples. So, I wanted to do 
something that allowed me to be involved in the process of disciple making.”

Experience asked Marriner to share why he’s passionate about Sunday 
school and discipleship and how the IPHC’s One Accord curriculum is 
helping train future church leaders.

As curriculum editor, how do you seek to pass on sound biblical teaching?

MaRRINER: Using sound and competent curriculum writers is huge in 
this regard. Our curriculum is only as good as the people we get to write 
it. We have a great team of writers. We also have a solid copy editor who 
has a good grasp of Scripture and a keen eye.

Personally, I try to keep growing in my understanding of Scripture and 
to keep abreast of Christian education material that’s being published, 
as well as current theological and cultural trends. It’s important that our 
curriculum not only remains faithful to the text, but also addresses today’s 
issues in a way that helps churches make disciples.

Can you share how One Accord curriculum is created? How can a pastor 
or church education director be sure the literature appropriately handles 
doctrinal teachings and core beliefs?

MaRRINER: One Accord curriculum is not the creation of one person, 
but a team of professional editors, designers and writers, some of which 
have spent the better part of two decades on the job. The curriculum that’s 
published every quarter goes through a pretty lengthy process. The outline 
behind the curriculum is developed at least two years in advance. The 
outline next goes to the writers, who put bones on the skeleton. Editors 
then check the writers’ work for content and syntax.

LifeSprings does its best to hire the right people for the job, but in 
the end the only way to be sure One Accord curriculum fits your church’s 
needs is for the pastor and/or whoever reviews the curriculum to read it 
for themselves.

In what ways does the One Accord curriculum meet the need for building 
a solid foundation and discipling believers?

By JaMIE POWELL

As curriculum editor at LifeSprings 
Resources, Keith Marriner enjoys a 
hands-on role in the development of 
the IPHC’s Sunday school literature. A 
member of the Evangelical Theological 
Society with an M.Div. in advanced 
biblical studies and a Th.M. in systematic 
theology, he devotes himself to 
ensuring that it provides sound biblical, 
theological and doctrinal teaching.

Before he joined the team at 
LifeSprings, Marriner honed his skills in 
the classroom, teaching first at Heritage 
Bible College in Dunn, N.C., then at the 
IPHC’s Emmanuel College in Franklin 
Springs, Ga. In addition, he has served 
as a Sunday school teacher and a youth 
camp instructor; he is currently a small 
group co-leader, and he even preaches 
from time to time.

Marriner is devoted to the process of 
discipleship, which he asserts is one of 
the most important responsibilities Jesus 
entrusted to the individual believer, as 
well as the corporate body.
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